6      CHARACTERS    OF   THE    REFORMATION
the Princes and City Corporations. Men
already individually powerful through their
wealth, especially through their ownership of'
land, joined in the rapine. The property of
convents and monasteries passed wholesale to the
looters over great areas of Christendom: Scan-
dinavia, the British Isles, the Northern Nether-
lands, much of the Germanics and many of the
Swiss Cantons. The endowments of hospitals,
colleges, schools, guilds, were largely though not
wholly seized. Those of the clergy and hier-
archy, the lands supporting Bishoprics and
Chapters and parish clergy were robbed from
seven-eighths to half of their value.
Such an economic change in so short a time
our civilization had never seen.
It had for effect the firm establishment of a
permanent motive for confirming the success of the
Religious Revolution. The new adventurers and
the older gentry who had so suddenly enriched
themselves, saw, in the return of Catholicism,
peril to their immense new fortunes.
It is about this time, therefore, a generation
after the first revolt, that there arises a distinct
effort to impose in various places new laws and
institutions to the destruction of Catholicism.
After the middle of the sixteenth century (from
1550-60) that change is clearly apparent, and,